
Step-by-Step Guide for Oral Testimony 
 

All testimony is to be reviewed. Send to Nazek and chair of the Advocacy Committee. Once 
approved, Nazek will make sure it is sent to the proper person for the correct hearing on the bill. 
  
Please start the process early enough to allow for review and possible revisions. If that is not 
possible because of timing of committee hearing, please mark the email as needing immediate 
consideration. 
  

HOW TO SUBMIT TESTIMONY: (Follow procedure on the witness template, but let Nazek 
know that you will be attending the committee meeting and presenting your testimony.)_ 
  
1.) Email your testimony to the Committee Chair’s office – whether you are testifying in person 
or not.  

● Try to email your testimony at least 24 hours ahead of time,though that won’t always be 
possible. If it’s not possible, at least email the Committee chair’s office to let them know 
that you want to testify, but need additional time to finalize your testimony.  

  
2.) Bring a printed copy with you to read in front of the committee (you do not have to read your 
testimony word for word).  
  
3.) Also bring a few additional copies in case an ally, reporter, or lawmaker who is not on the 
committee would like a copy. 
  
REMEMBER: You will need to submit/email your testimony with a WITNESS SLIP. Those are 
available for download on the “How Things Work at the Ohio Statehouse” Facebook page – 
Files section.  

● You can also email the committee chair’s office and ask for one. 
 

 

AFTER YOU ARE FINISHED SPEAKING:  
  
Legislators may ask you questions.  

● They are more likely to ask questions if you provide data/statistics or present yourself as 
having professional experience related to the bill. This can be awesome! But be 
prepared to back up your testimony! 

● It's perfectly fine to not know the answer to the question in the moment! Confirm to them 
that you have taken down their question and will return to them as soon as possible with 
an answer.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1202571436523926/

