
Nominations for the 2021-2023 LWVO Board 
Executive Committee 
 
Iris Meltzer, President, Kent 
 
Ms. Meltzer has been a member of the League since 2011 and served as President of the Kent League for 
four years. She has been on the board of the Ohio League for the last three and a half years, serving first 
as Secretary and, since 2019, as President. Ms. Meltzer holds a Bachelor’s Degree from the University of 
Michigan, a Master’s Degree in psychology from Western Carolina University and a Master’s of Public 
Health from the Consortium of Eastern Ohio Master of Public Health Program, for whom she served as 
Accreditation Consultant from 2013-2016. She retired from Akron Children’s Hospital after 28 years as the 
Administrator for Adolescent Health Services, a position that focused on program planning and 
development. Previously she was a founding member and director of Portage County’s first shelter for 
battered women and their children. She is a community activist, serving as Vice-chair for the Portage 
County Mental Health and Recovery Board and as a member of the Kent Free Library Foundation Board. 
She is also active in the Kent Environmental Council.  

Deborah Schmieding, First Vice President, Athens County 

Deborah Schmieding is a member of the Athens League.  She recently retired from a 39-year career 
supporting kids and adults with developmental disabilities in Athens and Washington Counties.  Her 
passion to advance disability issues did not end at that time, and she continues to find home for this effort 
with the League.  Voting access is very important to her, and she is proud to be affiliated with the premier 
organization protecting this right for all citizens.  She has served on the LWVO board from 2004 to 2011 
and again in 2016-2017.  Deborah has an undergraduate degree in Communication from Michigan State 
University, a Masters of Public Administration from Ohio University. 

Pam Wilson, Second Vice President, Licking County 

Pam Wilson is a Research Associate at Ohio University’s George V. Voinovich School of Leadership and 
Public Affairs. Pam is an accomplished professional with multifaceted educational and corporate 
experience. Prior to joining the Voinovich School, Pam had over 25 years of industry experience and was 
a senior manager for IBM Finance responsible for the evaluation of business processes, regulatory 
compliance, and audit readiness. With a Bachelor of Arts degree in Elementary Education, Pam also has 
experience as a K-8 teacher, specializing in Reading. She holds an MBA from the University of Dayton and 
a PhD in Higher Education from Ohio University.  Pam is active in the community.  She is a founding 
member of a Licking County Women’s Caucus Political Action Committee and the League of Women 
Voters of Licking County (LWVLC).  Pam has assumed multiple community leadership positions and 
currently sits on the LWVLC Board.  Pam joined the LWVO State Board in 2018 and chairs the Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) committee, which seeks to support our organizations and programs promoting 
equity, fairness, and social justice. 

Audrey Morris, Treasurer, Greater Cleveland  

Audrey Morris is a member of the Greater Cleveland League’s Shaker Heights chapter. She has a long 
history of involvement with nonprofit organizations starting in her native NY, NY, and then at the Women’s 
Institute for Economic Progress in Boston, MA where she worked to secure housing for women and 
children with AIDS. She has a B.A. in economics from Harvard University and has worked for the U.S. 
Department of Commerce, as well as a writer and managing editor for a variety of publications too 



numerous to list. The focus of her work has been in protecting the interests of women and children, 
working with them to obtain the housing, health care, education, public benefits, and legal services 
available to them. Joining the League in 2014, she was elected Co-President of the League of Women 
Voters of Greater Cleveland in 2018, and has served as Vice President (2017-2018), Shaker Heights 
Chapter Chair (2015-2017), and learned the process of League study on the League of Women Voters of 
Ohio Primary Election Systems Study Committee (2016-2017). She also is on the Community Advisory 
Councils of the Flora Stone Mather Center for Women at Case Western Reserve University, and the 
Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Area (NOACA). 
 
Lee McLaird, Secretary, Bowling Green 

A member of the League since 2004, she has served on the LWVBG Board both as secretary and for two 
terms as their president. Her committee activities have included Voter Service and Education. She holds 
a B. A. in English and Library Science from the University of South Dakota and a Master of Librarianship 
from Emporia Kansas State University. She worked for 25 years as Reference Archivist and Rare Books 
Curator at Bowling Green State University, assisting researchers using local government records and the 
official records of some state legislators and US Congressmen. She is proud to be a third-generation 
member of League. 

Board of Directors  

Scott Britton, Director, Greater Columbus 

In 2002, Scott became executive director of the League of Women Voters of Ohio. During his three years 
with the League, he increased member contributions to the annual fund, managed an ambitious judicial 
independence project, and coordinated direct and grassroots lobbying efforts on multiple good-
government issues. In 2006, upon the birth of his son, Scott became a stay-at-home father. He joined the 
board of the League of Women Voters of Metropolitan Columbus, where he led the redesign of the 
League’s website in time for the 2008 election. In October 2010, he returned to work part-time as 
coordinator of Advocates for Ohio’s Future, a statewide coalition of human service programs, including 
Public Children Services Association of Ohio, the association of county children services agencies. He 
joined PCSAO in 2011 as assistant director. Scott manages several grant-funded projects, media relations, 
website and social media, and human resources. Born and raised in Parkersburg, West Virginia, Scott is a 
1993 graduate of Drew University in New Jersey. 

Martha (Marti) Kleinfelter, Director, Clermont County 

Marti grew up in Maumee outside of Toledo and received her bachelor’s degree from Bowling Green State 
University and master’s degree from Northern Kentucky University. She was a teacher (Social Studies, 
English and driver’s ed) for 33 years. She joined the League in 2000 and has served as president, secretary 
and suffragist dinner chair for the Clermont League. She is a volunteer at the local library, the polls for 
election day, CASA volunteer and historical society in Clermont County. Marti has served on the LWVO 
Board since. 

Karen Leith, Director, Hudson 

As a member of the Hudson League since 1981, Karen is currently the immediate past president and chair 
of Advocacy. She chaired the committee that brought concurrence on the charter school position and has 
facilitated Great Decisions, the Foreign Policy Association’s program of discussion of our foreign policy, 
for their local League at Laurel Lake Retirement Center since 1982. Having worked as Director of the 



Catholic Commission, one of the five offices for justice education and advocacy for Cleveland Catholic 
Charities, Karen understands many of the issues. She has a BA in Math/Economics from Brown University; 
MA in Religious Studies from John Carroll University; MA Experimental Psychology and PhD Social 
Psychology from Case Western University. Her work experience has included educator from elementary 
through college levels (adjunct in both religious studies and psychology for over 15 years), author, youth 
minister, pastoral minister, and director of social justice. She is also a volunteer lobbyist. 

Carolyn Perkins, Director, Dayton 

Carolyn has retired from the aeronautical industry, having worked in leadership roles for the Federal 
Aviation Administration and Lockheed Martin. She has a long history of working on voting rights and 
youth engagement for the NAACP. Carolyn studied at Lansing Community College and lives in Dayton. 

Venezuela V. T. Robinson, Director, Greater Cleveland 

Venezuela V. T. Robinson has over 35 years of experience in teaching/training students and adults also. 
She holds a short-term substitute teaching license and a long-term substitute teaching license through 
the Ohio Department of Education. A language arts tutor for over 30 years and has a BA in Business 
Administration and a MA in Teaching and Learning with Technology. She currently mentors girls and does 
volunteer work with Ohio PTA, Junior Achievement, Ideastream, and the League of Women Voters. Mrs. 
Robinson is a widow and has two sons in the United States Air Force. She enjoys spending time with her 
mom, who is 92 years young – along with other family and friends.                                                    

Rev. Dr. Susan K. Smith, Director, At-Large Member 

 Rev. Susan K Smith is a graduate of Occidental College and Yale Divinity School. She is a communications 
consultant with the Samuel DeWitt Proctor Conference, Inc, a consultant with People for the American 
Way’s African American Ministers’ Leadership Council, and has served as one of the co-chairs of the 
minority vote subcommittee of the Nonpartisan Ohio Voter Outreach Committee. She also served as one 
of the tri chairs of the Ohio Poor People’s Campaign and is the founder of Crazy Faith Ministries in 
Columbus, Ohio. 

Sarah Warner, Director, Cincinnati 

Sarah Warner is a passionate advocate for voting rights, and the rights of survivors of human trafficking, 
domestic violence, and sexual assault.  Her recent work includes leading the Legislation and Policy branch 
of the Southwest Ohio Anti-Human Trafficking Coalition (End Slavery Cincinnati), voter registration, 
education, and outreach as a board member of the League of Women Voters of Cincinnati, election 
protection and election policy work for the League of Women Voters of Ohio, serving as chair of the State 
Public Affairs committee for the Junior Leagues of Ohio, and lobby work at the Ohio Statehouse 
surrounding human trafficking, domestic violence, sexual assault, and poverty bills at the Ohio 
Statehouse. She is a 2020 recipient of the Cincinnati 40 under 40 for her advocacy work. She has a 
background in psychology, nursing, and nonprofit leadership and is currently at the Ohio State University 
Moritz College of Law completing a Juris Doctorate, where she also serves as a representative of multiple 
student organizations including the Public Interest Law Foundation, The American Constitution Society, 
ACLU, and If/When/How. She is a member of multiple organizations in the community including 
Cincinnatus, the NAACP, Sew Masks for Cincy, and The Junior League of Columbus.  

 



Belen de Leon, Director, Metro Columbus 

Belen de Leon joined the LWVO team in August of 2020 as a Latinx Outreach Coordinator. She earned two 
Bachelor of Arts degrees in International Studies and French from the Ohio State University. Inspired by 
her background as a DACA youth, Belen has worked in numerous social justice and community 
advancement areas in the past, including the Ohio Hispanic Coalition, Ohio State’s LASER program and 
YWCA Columbus - where she currently works as a program coordinator. Belen is driven by her passion for 
promoting equity and inclusion in our democratic process. 

Nominations Committee Nominees (2021-2023): 
 
Alice Schneider, Cincinnati 
 
Alice Schneider is from the Cincinnati League. Currently, Alice is director of communications for Applied 
Information Resources, a nonprofit public policy research group in Cincinnati. Before that she was an 
educator in the Cincinnati Public Schools. She earned a BA from Ohio State University and a Master’s 
degree from the University of Cincinnati. Alice has been president of the Cincinnati League of Women 
Voters. In addition, Alice was state president of the American Association of University Women. In the 
Cincinnati League, she managed candidates’ forums and has chaired the 
 
Speakers’ Bureau for several years. She has lobbied on many issues, at the state and local level. She co- 
chaired the committee for campaign finance reform (2001) for Cincinnati. 
 

Jane Rose, Kent  
 
Jane received her B.A. in Economics from Wilson College and her M.B.A. with a concentration in finance 
from Case Western Reserve University.  Her professional career included fifteen years with the 
International Division of the BFGoodrich Company in positions ranging from “chief flunky” to the 
company’s first female director with experiences in human resources, marketing and strategic 
planning.  Following a stint as Director of Human Resources at specialty retailer, Cole National, she moved 
from the corporate world to academia. For the next twenty-five years she taught management, marketing 
and interdisciplinary courses at Hiram College.  She was Dean of the Weekend College and Office of 
Graduate Studies for thirteen of those years and served on a wide variety of academic and administrative 
committees.  Jane has been a member of LWV Kent for fifty-two years, serving in a variety of committee 
assignments and board positions, including President. She is currently a board member and Chair of the 
Friends and Fund-Raising Committee for the Kent League. Besides being an active member of LWV, she 
keeps busy as a trustee of the Portage Park District Foundation. 
 
 
 

 

 
 


